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Expectations for clinical and ethical practice

Practice Standard #3

Applies to Dental Hygienists

There are three main ways that the BC College of Oral Health Professionals protects the public:

By investigating
complaints about

By setting
expectations for the
delivery of safe and

By ensuring
that oral health
professionals are
able to practise
competently
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The British Columbia College of Oral Health Professionals (BCCOHP) was created on September 1, 2022 through the
amalgamation of four health regulatory colleges: the College of Dental Hygienists of BC, the College of Dental Surgeons of
BC, the College of Dental Technicians of BC, and the College of Denturists of BC. All current requirements for standards of
clinical and ethical practice issued by the four colleges remain in place upon amalgamation. This document was created by
the College of Dental Hygienists of BC and will be updated to reflect the amalgamation.




PRACTICE STANDARD POLICY # 3

3.1 Dental hygienists must collect baseline assessment data* as appropriate
for the client (or supplement data collected by another health professional),
and update the data as required. In a clinical setting, this should include:

e demographic information

e the client’s concerns, if any

e medical and dental history information

e vital signs, if indicated

e head and neck examination data

e intra-oral soft tissue examination data

e periodontal examination data

e dental and occlusal examination data that impacts on health

e diagnostic results/interpretations (e.g. from radiographs, bacterial and
enzyme tests, etc)
oral hygiene routines and techniques

e the client’s anxiety and pain levels.

* The extent of data collected will vary with the different practice settings
and with clients who have specific needs or conditions. Professional
judgment must be used to determine the data that is needed to assess each
client.



